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Vent maker to grow

Captive-Aire buys near by building; production to start up in January

By David Benda
Saturday, October 27, 2007

Photo by Andreas Fuhrmann / Record Searchlight

NEW ROOM TO GROW: Captive-Aire’s manufacturing plam Lockheed Drive in Redding is pressed to
capacity, so the North Carolina company purchasaebaby building on Thunderbird Drive for expansi®he
kitchen-vent manufacturer hopes to be operatingénthe new building by January.

Kitchen-vent manufacturer Captive-Aire is spendiegrly $2 million to expand its operation in Redgdin

The North Carolina company, which opened in Redditigfle more than a year ago, paid $1.7 millibis t
week for a vacant building on Thunderbird Drive.

The 23,000-square-foot building, which had beenexhoy Salt Creek Holding Co./Cross Petroleum, ¢ tee
Captive-Aire's main plant on Lockheed Drive, acribgsroad from Redding Municipal Airport.

Salt Creek Holding/Cross Petroleum purchased thundérbird Drive site in October 2005 from Webb Maovr
for $1.3 million, Shasta County property recordsvgh

Plant Manager Csaba Sikur expects to be up andngiimthe new building in January. He wouldn't séyat
Captive-Aire will be manufacturing in the ThundedoDrive facility.

"I am 95 percent certain, but | don't want to sagase something changes," Sikur said Friday. stewwbuldn't
say how many new employees the company will hirgtadff the newfacility.

Captive-Aire's growth in Redding has been steady.

Since its opening, the company has nearly tripgigeavork force to 80 employees. Production-line veoskstart
at $9 an hour with no skills and $10 an hour witherience.



Captive-Aire is the nation's largest manufactufeiitchen-ventilation systems. The company, whicsw
established in 1976, expects to generate $200omilti sales this year, up from $150 million two ngeago.
The company also has manufacturing plants in YouhgsN.C.; Muskogee, Okla.; and West Union, lowa,
and 55 sales offices.

In Redding, Captive-Air is based inside the forirRedding French Bakery building, which it bought $&.15
million in cash in May 2006.

"Overall, Captive-Aire is doing well around the ooy, with double-digit growth the past four years,
president and founder Robert Luddy said Friday hyne from the company's Raleigh, N.C., headquarters
"Redding has done extremely well because it's iogtrglant we have had on the West Cost, so it\areg all of
eight and a good part of 11 Western states."

Commercial agent Mike Papillo of North Country Redges in Palo Cedro said the Thunderbird Drivdding
has been on the market for about five months.

"I had a couple of other buyers looking at it, their needs went away," Papillo said. "It's vergtdoate the
timing was right for their (Captive-Air's) expansioeeds."

Sikur thinks expanding its Redding operation wélfhCaptive-Aire gain an even stronger footholthie West.

"Redding has been a good city to work in," Sikuds&bviously we are satisfied because we aredipgn
more than a million dollars in the building."

Reporter David Benda can be reached at 225-82a8dtvenda@redding.com

4

E!F

[\

© 2006 Record Searchlight



